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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

 

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
 

Michael Wise, as Director of the South 

Carolina Department of Insurance, 

 

 Petitioner, 

 

vs. 

 

Oceanus Insurance Company, a Risk 

Retention Group,  

 Respondent. 

 

C.A. No. 2017-CP-40-05195 
 

 

ORDER APPROVING  

SEVENTH CLAIMS REPORT & 

RECOMMENDATION  

OF LIQUIDATOR 

 

 

1. This matter comes before the Court pursuant to the Liquidator’s Seventh Claims 

Report, Recommendation & Application for Order Approving Same (“the Application”) filed in 

accordance with S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-620 (2015).  Attached as Exhibit A to the Application is 

a schedule containing the names and addresses of claimants holding a class 2 claim as defined by 

S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-610(2) (2015), and recommended amounts to be paid on each claim.  

Attached as Exhibit B to the Application is a schedule containing the names and addresses of 

claimants holding a class 2 claim as defined by S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-610(2) (2015), and 

recommended amounts to be paid on each claim determined by the Special Referee.  Attached as 

Exhibit C are copies of the determinations made by the Special Referee. Attached to the 

Application as Exhibit D is a detailed Affidavit of the duly-appointed Special Deputy Liquidator 

filed in support of the Application. It is appearing that the Recommendation is in the interests of 

these claimants and other creditors in this matter, the Application is hereby approved, with actual 

distributions to be determined at a later time in accordance with S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-610 

(2015). 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§ 38-27-10 et seq., 

the Seventh Claims Report and Recommendation is APPROVED. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if any additional factors hereafter come to the attention 

of the Liquidator or his Special Deputy that may require modification, the Liquidator shall 

promptly file an application to modify these claims or the Recommendation thereon. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

 

       

Jocelyn Newman 

Chief Administrative Judge 

Fifth Judicial Circuit 

August ____, 2024 

Columbia, South Carolina 

E
LE

C
T

R
O

N
IC

A
LLY

 F
ILE

D
 - 2024 A

ug 07 3:50 P
M

 - R
IC

H
LA

N
D

 - C
O

M
M

O
N

 P
LE

A
S

 - C
A

S
E

#2017C
P

4005195



Richland Common Pleas

Case Caption: Raymond G Farmer , plaintiff, et al vs   Oceanus Insurance Company

Case Number: 2017CP4005195

Type: Order/Other

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Jocelyn Newman, Chief Judge for Administrative
Purposes, Court of Common Pleas, 5th Judicial
Circuit

Electronically signed on 2024-08-07 14:39:04     page 3 of 3
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

 

Michael Wise, as Director of the South 

Carolina Department of Insurance, 

    Petitioner, 

vs. 

 

Oceanus Insurance Company, a Risk 

Retention Group, 

                                                Respondent. 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 

C.A. No. 2017-CP-40-05195 
 

 

LIQUIDATOR’S SEVENTH CLAIMS 

REPORT, RECOMMENDATION 

& APPLICATION FOR ORDER 

APPROVING SAME  

 

 

______________________________________

 Comes now Petitioner Michael Wise, as Liquidator of the above-captioned insurance 

company (Oceanus), by and through the undersigned counsel and files herewith his Seventh 

Claims Report, applies to the Court for an Order approving the Liquidator’s undisputed claim 

determinations specified herein and recommends approval thereof.  

 This application is made pursuant to the South Carolina Insurers Rehabilitation and 

Liquidation Act, S.C. Code Ann. §§ 38-27-10 et seq., specifically, S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-620(a) 

(2015), wherein the Liquidator is required to review all claims duly filed in the liquidation 

proceedings, make such further investigation as he deems necessary, and submit a claims report 

to the Court containing his claim recommendations.  

  In support of his report, recommendation and application, the Liquidator would 

respectfully show the following: 

1. On September 21, 2017, the Court entered an Order Commencing Liquidation 

Proceedings & Granting an Injunction & Automatic Stay of Proceedings regarding Oceanus. 

2. Between the Liquidation Date of September 21, 2017, and March 20, 2018,  the 

Claims Bar Date, the Liquidator issued approximately seven thousand one hundred and sixty-two 
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(7,162) Notices of Liquidation and Proof of Claim (POC) forms, with instructions to policyholders, 

third-party claimants and other potential claimants and/or creditors of Oceanus. 

3. For five (5) consecutive days commencing October 27, 2017, notice of the 

liquidation was published in the New York Times, a newspaper of nationwide circulation, 

informing interested parties of the liquidation proceedings and including contact information and 

instructions for the timely filing of a POC. 

4. For two (2) consecutive days commencing October 22, 2017, notice of the 

liquidation was published in the Miami Herald, a newspaper of countywide circulation in Miami-

Dade, Broward, and Monroe Counties, informing interested parties of the liquidation proceedings 

and including contact information and instructions for the timely filing of a claim. 

5. On or before the Bar Date of March 20, 2018, the Liquidator received one thousand 

three hundred and seventy-eight (1,378) timely-filed POCs. The Liquidator also received fifty-

three (53) late-filed claims, fifteen (15) of which have now been deemed timely filed, with the 

remaining thirty-eight (38) pending review. 

6. Nine hundred and nineteen (919) claims have previously been adjudicated and 

submitted to the Court for approval, with such approval granted by orders entered June 26, 2019, 

February 21, 2020, October 29, 2020, May 24, 2022, September 13, 2023, and April 10, 2024. 

7. Twenty-seven (27) additional POC’s have now been completely adjudicated. All 

remaining POCs received are presently under evaluation.    

8. Attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein is a Schedule listing the names and 

addresses of twenty (20) claimants holding a class 2 claim as defined by S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-

610(2) (2015), the POC number assigned by the Liquidator, the original claim amount, and the 

valuation of the claim proposed by the Liquidator and as agreed to by the claimant.  
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9. Attached as Exhibit B and incorporated herein is a Schedule listing the names and 

addresses of seven (7) claimants holding a class 2 claim as defined by S.C. Code Ann. § 38-27-

610(2) (2015), the POC number assigned by the Liquidator, the original claim amount, and the 

recommended amount by the Special Referee. These disputed claims were processed according to 

the Procedures Governing Referee’s Participation in Claim Administration approved by the Court 

on February 8, 2019. 

10. Attached as Exhibit C are the findings by the Special Referee for each of the seven 

(7) disputed claims, which includes an Order of the Circuit Court affirming the Special Referee’s 

findings in one of the claims that was appealed. 

11. In further support of this report, recommendation and application, the Liquidator 

has attached as Exhibit D, the affidavit of Michael J. FitzGibbons, Special Deputy Liquidator. 

WHEREFORE, the Liquidator prays the Court issue an Order approving this Seventh 

Claims Report and recommendation, as well as such other relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

 

August 1, 2024 

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A. 

 

s/John C. Bruton, Jr.     

John C. Bruton, Jr., Esq. 

SC Bar No. 975 

1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor  

Columbia, SC 29201-3226 

(803) 779-3080 Telephone 

(803) 765-1243 Facsimile 

jbruton@hsblawfirm.com 

Attorneys for Special Deputy Liquidator 
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Oceanus Insurance, a RRG in Liquidation

Exhibit A

POC Claimant Contact Contact II Address City State Zip Claim Amount

LIQUIDATOR'S 

RECOMMENDED 

AMOUNT

 20% 

Distribution 

1000295 A. W. adm of Estate of M. W. Mary Anne Walling, Esq

Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & 

Cannavo, P.C. 1140 Franklin Avenue, Suite 200 Garden City NY 11530 1,000,000.00         165,000.00 33,000.00

1001023 A. L. Gregory L Johnson Johnson Moore 100 E Thousand Oaks Blvd #229 Thousand Oaks CA 91360 10,081,552.00       795,000.00 159,000.00

1001395 G. D., M.D. Zachary Mattison Sugarman Law Firm LLP 211 West Jefferson Street Syracuse NY 13202 unstated 0.00 0.00

1001238 G. H., Adm B. H. Douglas Brannon Brannin & Assoc 130 W 2nd #900 Dayton OH 45402 1,000,000.00         0.00 0.00

1001258 K. G., MD Zachary Mattison Sugarman Law Firm 211 West Jefferson Street Syracuse NY 13202 unstated 0.00 0.00

1000285 M. P. Brianne M. Carbonaro, Esq. Stanley Law Offices 215 Burnet Ave. Syracuse NY 13203 4,000,000.00         350,000.00 70,000.00

1000284 M. P. Brianne M. Carbonaro, Esq. Stanley Law Offices 215 Burnet Ave. Syracuse NY 13203 4,000,000.00         250,000.00 50,000.00

1001193 M. H. MD Michael Hill Lake County Neurosurgical 704 Doctors Ct #101 Leesburg Fl 34740 unstated 0.00 0.00

1000376 N. H. David Freeman, Esq Philip J. Rizzuto PC 50 Charles Lindbergh Blvd, Suite 501 Uniondale NY 11553 5,000,000.00         25,000.00 5,000.00

1000566 N. L. Jeffrey Bloom Gair Gair Conason 80 Pine St, 34th Fl New York NY 10005 unstated 370,000.00 74,000.00

1000183 R. G. John Sandberg, Esq

Sandberg, Phoenix & Von Gontard 

PC 600 Washington Ave., 15th Floor St. Louis MO 63101 1,000,000.00         13,232.64 2,646.53

1000042 S. R. Duane M. Fiedler Law Offices of Duane M. Fielder 81 Main St. Suite 304 White Plains NY 10601 unstated 340,000.00 68,000.00

1000174 S. G. John Sandberg, Esq

Sandberg, Phoenix & Von Gontard 

PC 600 Washington Ave., 15th Floor St. Louis MO 63101 1,000,000.00         0.00 0.00

1000224 T. B. Jeff DeFancisco, Esq DeFrancisco &  Falgiatano 6739 Meyers Road Adams Center NY 13057 unstated 142,500.00 28,500.00

1000700 D. T. Roger Kunkas Law office of Roger Kunkis 31 West 34th St Suite 8026 New York NY 10001 5,000,000.00         250,000.00 50,000.00

1000697 B. C. O. Mark B. Connely Hall, Hieatt & Connely & Bowen, LLP 444 Higuera Street Third Floor San Luis Obispo CA 93401 unstated 26,391.36 5,278.27

1000116 E. B. Edward A. Ruffo Esq.

Rheingold, Giuffra, Ruffo & Plotkin 

LLP 551 Fifth Ave. 29th Floor New York NY 10176 2,300,000.00         925,000.00 185,000.00

1001310 H. A. S. James V. Hatem Nixon Peabody, LLP 900 Elm Street, Suite 1400 Manchester NH 03101  unstated 114,057.09 22,811.42

1000230 B. G. James LiCalzi, Esq Duffy & Duffy, PLLC 1370 RXR Plaza Uniondale NY 11556 unstated 100,000.00 20,000.00
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Oceanus Insurance, a RRG in Liquidation

Exhibit A

POC Claimant Contact Contact II Address City State Zip Claim Amount

LIQUIDATOR'S 

RECOMMENDED 

AMOUNT

 20% 

Distribution 

1000018 D. D. Sr. John Ogles Esq. Ogles Law Firm PO Box 891 Jacksonville AR 72078 3,173,291.80         1,000,000.00 200,000.00

Total 37,554,843.80      4,866,181.09 973,236.22
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Oceanus Insurance, a RRG in Liquidation

Exhibit B

POC Claimant Contact Contact II Address City State Zip Claim Amount
Referee's 

Determination 

 20% 

Distribution 

1000010 H. M. & C. M. Christopher S. Olson Esq. Doreen Shindel Esq. 325 Middle Country Road, Suite D. Selden NY 11784 unstated 20,000.00 4,000.00

1000012 S. S. Christopher S. Olson Esq. Doreen Shindel Esq. 325 Middle Country Road, Suite D. Selden NY 11784 unstated 50,000.00 10,000.00

1000493 F. D. Clifford F. Zelen

Ross, Legan, Rosenberg, Zelen & 

Flaks, LLP 450 7th Ave, St. 2901 New York NY 10123 1,000,000.00         125,000.00 25,000.00

1000502

N. K., Ind and as Executor of 

Est of M. K. Keith M Sullivan, Esq Sullivan & Galleshaw, LLP 108-15 Crossbay Blvd Ozone Park NY 11417 2,500,000.00         200,000.00 40,000.00

1000541 M. V. Randall J. Phillips Charles G. Monnett III & Assoc 6842 Morrison Blvd, Suite 100 Charlotte NC 28211 2,000,000.00         0.00 0.00

1000720 C. T. Randall J. Phillips Charles G. Monnett III & Assoc 6842 Morrison Blvd, Suite 100 Charlotte NC 28211 750,000.00            0.00 0.00

1001005

R. L. P., Personal Rep of N. L. 

P. Darryn L Silverstein, Esq

Silverstein, Silverstein & 

Silverstein 20801 Biscayne Blvd Suite 504 Aventura FL 33180 18,000,000.00      0.00 0.00

Total 24,250,000.00      395,000.00 79,000.00
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